[Introduction to quantitative semiology].
Clinicians regularly confront dilemmas when ordering and interpreting diagnostic tests. This paper presents the basic principles necessary for the critical appraisal of articles about diagnostic tests. Basic notions such as sensitivity and specificity are defined. The advantages of using the newer notion of likelihood ratios are underlined. Since all these quantities are estimates of unknown true values, the method for calculating confidence intervals are reported. Finally, the simplified expression of Bayes' theorem based on the use of likelihood ratios is described alongside with a simple nomogram making it possible to calculate posttest probabilities at the bedside.